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INTRO

Surrealism was accepted and appeared in the Korean literary world of the 1930s. It was at the core of modern
poetry’s changes and developments, and it always accompanied the quest for ‘new’ poetry. However, the
Idea has not been discussed in extent until recently, and thus, its roles and values in the history of literature
were insufficiently assessed. One of the reasons behind this is that modernism have been understood in
Korea mostly in its English context, and such tendency has limited Korean academics in fully grasping
European Surrealism. It is also valid to say that Korean understanding of modernism failed to look more
broadly, into Japan or East Asia. In the history of Korean poetry, thel930s was the time when modernism
was actively discussed in poetry, mainly by poets like Kim Ki-Rim and Yi-Sang. Surrealism had a strong
presence in their modernist poetics, and this was in line with the Surrealist trend in East Asian literary field of the
time. In this regards, it is possible to recognize from various activities in the contemporary literary world
that surrealism was accepted and expanded much more fully than had been discussed in literary history, not to
mention its influence on the development of modern poetry. Despite its significance in Korean poetry, research on
surrealism in Korea is still at an initial stage with related materials still being gathered and analyzed. In this
circumstance, | recognized the necessity to view surrealism as a broader phenomenon of the 1930s that was not
limited to Korea or Japan but affected entire East Asia, and this research was conducted upon such point of view.
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The intellectual and conscious production of the poet, the
poet 's intellectual attitude(E X189 8&/F)is the main principle
of modern poetry. The attention to reality and criticism of

civilization must be in the intellectual attitude
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This is not only spiritual, but complete with
methodology
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