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Recommended Website and Furthering Reading: by Faye Yuan Kleeman

Friedman, Susan Stanford. Planetary Modernisms : Provocations on Modernity Across

Time. New York: Columbia University Press, 2015.

The book recasts modernity as a networked, circulating, and recurrent phenomenon producing
multiple aesthetic innovations across millennia, from pre-1500 modernities, such as Tang Dynasty
China ; to small-scale instances of modernisms, including Abbasid ceramic art; through the
interconnected modernisms of the long twentieth century, paring figures ranging from E.M. Forster to
Theresa Hak Kyung Cha. Rejecting the modernist concepts of marginality, othering, and major/minor,
the author instead favors rupture, mobility, speed, networks, and divergence, elevating the agencies

and creative capacities of all cultures, not only in the past and present but also in the century to come.

Wollaeger, Mark and Matt Eatough. Eds. The Oxford Handbook of Global Modernisms.
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012.

The Oxford Handbook of Global Modernisms expands the scope of modernism beyond its
traditional focus to explore the contributions of artists from regions like Spain, the Balkans, China,
Japan, India, Vietnam, and Nigeria. Together, these essays offer the most comprehensive worldwide
examination of modernist studies available. Topics covered include: Richard Wright and photographic
modernism; poetry of the Caribbean; Chinese modernism and Lu Xun's Ah Q-The Real Story; Ben
Okri and magical realism; aesthetic autonomy in Paris, Italy, Russia; Cuba's avant-gardes; geography
of Hebrew and Yiddish modernism in Europe; Japanese modernism in works by Kitagawa Fuyuhiko

and Yokomitsu Riichi; and South African cinema.

The Modernism Lab

https://modernism.coursepress.vale.edu/about/

A virtual space dedicated to collaborative research into the roots of literary modernism. The site paid
particular attention to the literary manifestations of a broader historical context, including the
modernists’ involvement with political movements such as socialism, feminism, liberalism,
nationalism, and imperialism. The database traced the empirical information—such as references to
Dostoevsky or Freud or Tagore in writers’ correspondence—while the wiki offered interpretive

accounts of how these influences played out in the modernists’ formal and thematic concerns.


https://modernism.coursepress.yale.edu/about/
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Research Guide
Materials on Japanese Cinema Studies

Aaron Gerow

1) Markus Nornes and Aaron Gerow, Research Guide to Japanese Film
Studies (University of Michigan, 2009)
My colleague Markus Nornes and I have already produced a research guide covering
resources on the study of Japanese cinema, from major histories and reference books to
introductions to the important libraries and archives. The Introduction is available on
the Yale repository. The Guide was updated and translated into Japanese as Nihon eiga
kenkyu e no gaidobukku (Yumani, 2016). I have also created a condensed online version,
focusing on Japanese language materials in the Yale Library.
https://www.press.umich.edu/9362419/research guide to japanese film studies
https://works.bepress.com/aarongerow/14/
http://www.yumani.co.jp/np/isbn/9784843349397

https://guides.library.yvale.edu/JapanFilm

2) Noel Burch, 7o the Distant Observer: Form and Meaning in the Japanese
Cinema (University of California Press, 1978)

A controversial work that both revolutionalized the way Japanese film history was
conceived, as well as reduced that history to an a-historical essence. It is a Marxist
history that fails to consider class in prewar Japan, but critiques Hollywood hegemony.
The entire text is now available on online at the University of Michigan with a new
introduction by H.D. Harootunian.

https://www.press.umich.edu/9362450

3) David Bordwell, Ozu and the Poetics of Cinema (Princeton University
Press, 1988)

An alternative to Burch that rigorously historicizes the filmmaker often called the “most

Japanese” of filmmakers, while also locating his filmmaking in a formal analysis based

on Bordwell’s rubrics of possible poetics of cinema. The entire text is also now available

on online at the University of Michigan with a new introduction by the author.

https://www.press.umich.edu/9362478/ozu_and the poetics of cinema
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Research Guide by Janet Poole

1. MoIAlL “Of==2t EIHISl 01" [So Insik, “The Beauty of Longing and

Decadence”] 2/ZZ = [Humanities Critique] 2, no. 1 (January 1940): 55-
60.

For a contemporary analysis of Korean modernisms of the 1920/30s, scholars will be

intrigued by this short essay by the historical philosopher and critic S6 Insik. S6 focuses on

the pervasive literary phenomenon of nostalgia and decadence as a key to understanding

aesthetic responses to his contemporary moment. His analysis is constellational as he

differentiates three broad threads of nostalgia—the feudal, the modernist and the

decadent—and uses that constellation to suggest the complexity of the historical

(generational) and political context of modernisms in Korea. So6’s interpretation may be

disagreed with, but grappling with his survey of writers offers a helpful entry into the literary

terrain of the time.

"33, Al &&= &= A/2/ [Yu Chongho, Rereading Korea’s Poets].
NZ: 2stsUl, 2002.

Yu Chongho’s book provides close readings of the work of four poets—Im Hwa, O
Changhwan, Yi Yongak and Paek Sok. All were key modernist poets of the 1930s and all
of them ended up in North Korea in the late 1940s, thus having their work banned in
South Korea for the next four decades. By reading their lifetime’s work, Yu offers a rare

literary/textual study that crosses the colonial and postcolonial/post-division eras.

Harry Harootunian, Overcome by Modernity: History, Culture, and Community

in Interwar Japan (Princeton University Press, 2000).

Harootunian’s book offers long essays on a wide array of intellectuals who wrote about
modernity and their present in early 20th century Japan, including Tosaka Jun, Kon Wajiro,
Yanagita Kunio, Kobayashi Hideo and others. The study offers vital insight into questions
about mass culture, urbanism, tradition and memory that animated debate amongst
intellectuals and writers throughout the Japanese empire. The structure of the book is
such that it may be read in order or consulted in parts for discussion of particular authors
or texts. The different responses to modernity described here are easily recognisable in
the various literary trends of Japan, colonial Korea and beyond, which thus come into

view as specific yet generalizable in their historical situations.
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Research Guide by Okawachi Natsuki
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